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  Green Whitaker, who is 96 
years young, lived most of his 
life in the lion’s mouth. Being 
born a black man in the rural 
south, there was always the de-
sire for a better life and big 
dreams against the lion’s tram-
pling oppression of the Jim Crow 
era, according to his daughter, 
acclaimed singer Nita Whitaker  
(her resume boasts singing origi-
nal demos for Whitney Houston). 
 “Watching his parents and other 
siblings navigate a way forward 
to become independent of the 

Nita Whitaker and her 96-year-old dad, Green Whitaker, who is her role model. 
(Photo/Courtesy: Nita Whitaker)systems that held them in a place 

of inferiority somehow didn’t 
leave him bitter—it made him 
better,” says Whitaker. “He lived 
through and witnessed times I’ve 
barely read about in our history 
books but in honoring his name 
and his family, he embodies the 
best of us. He taught me and my 
siblings the ultimate lesson of 
loving and respecting ourselves 
in the pursuit of carving out our 
lives. This is how you pat the 

lion’s head, and how you make a 
mark, and how you quietly win at 
being human.” 
 This Father’s Day/Juneteenth, 
Whitaker is releasing her narra-
tive non-fiction story and a 
father-daughter memoir, When 
Your Hand is in the Lion’s 
Mouth: The Life and Wisdom of 
a Man named Green.  Here, she 
passes down his unpolished gems 

Governor Ron DeSantis signs groundbreaking 
legislation to support involved fatherhood 
ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — On 
April 11, Governor Ron DeSantis 
signed HB 7065, which includes 
educational programs, mentor-
ship programs and one-on-one 
support to encourage responsible 
and involved fatherhood in Flor-
ida. The bill is tied to nearly $70 
million in funding to provide a 
wide spectrum of family and 
youth support through the De-
partment of Juvenile Justice 
(DJJ) and the Department of 
Children and Families (DCF). 
 “There are more than 18 million 
children in our country who live 
without a father in their home,” 
said Governor Ron DeSantis. 
“This has a severe impact on 
children, and often leads to drop-
ping out of school, crime and 
substance abuse. Incredibly, 
there are those who diminish the 
importance of fatherhood and the 
nuclear family – we will not let 
that happen in our state. I am 

Governor Ron DeSantis 
proud to say we are doing every-
thing we can to support involved 
fatherhood in Florida.” 
  “We cannot legislate father-
hood, accountability or character, 
but we can provide supports for 
fathers to equip and encourage 
them to take an active role in the 

lives of their children,” said 
House Speaker Chris Sprowls, 
who first brought attention to the 
fatherhood crisis during his 2019 
designation speech. “By address-
ing the root cause of so many of 

the challenges facing our sons 
and daughters, we will see the 
positive impact of this legislation 
send shockwaves for generations 
to come. To my colleagues in the 
Florida Legislature who worked 
so diligently to bring this vision 
to life and carry it to unanimous 
passage, including Reps. Altman 
and Alexander, Chair Burton, 
Senate President Simpson and 
the many others who stood on the 
steps of the Historic Capitol with 
us, thank you. And to Governor 
Ron DeSantis, a father himself, 
thank you for standing with us 
for Florida’s fathers and families 
today and signing this first-of-its-
kind legislation for any state.” 
  According to the U.S. Census 
Bureau, there are more than 18 
million children – one in four – 
in the United States who do not 
have a father in their home. To 
read more about the fatherhood 
crisis and the impact it is having 

on our nation’s children. 
 Supporting the bill signing were 
fathers from across the state and 
several national and community 
leaders who encourage involved 
fatherhood, including former 
NFL head coach Tony Dungy, 
former NFL professional football 
player and philanthropist Jack 
Brewer, and Glen Gilzean, pres-
ident and CEO of the Urban 
League of Central Florida. 
  “This is a crisis in America, 
today,” said Jack Brewer, 
Founder and Executive Director, 
The Jack Brewer Foundation. 
“Governor DeSantis is setting an 
example the entire country needs 
to follow. With bills like this and 
leaders like the men here behind 
me, we can change this nation.” 
  “This is going to be tremendous 
and such a good help to fathers in 
Florida,” said Coach Tony 
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“There are more than 18 mil-
lion children in our country 
who live without a father in 
their home,” said Governor 
Ron DeSantis. “This has a se-
vere impact on children, and 
often leads to dropping out of 
school, crime and substance 
abuse. Incredibly, there are 
those who diminish the im-
portance of fatherhood and 
the nuclear family – we will 
not let that happen in our 
state. I am proud to say we 
are doing everything we can 
to support involved father-
hood in Florida.”  

of wisdom about how to have 
better values, sharing ways to be 
more kind, loving, and honest to 
foster a life of riches not meas-
ured in dollars but in sense and in 
peace. 
  
•How my dad lived his life with 
his hand in the lion’s mouth: Life 
lessons he learned and shared 
•Father’s Day is a celebration of 

fathers and the men in our lives 
but not everyone gets a great dad. 
Fathers have a great influence on 
their families and especially the 
lives of their children. How did 
her dad learn to be a great dad? 
What’s the difference in being a 
father and being a daddy 
•Juneteenth is a time to com-
memorate Black liberation from 
the institution of slavery, and also 
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By Jane M. Orient, M.D. 
 
Some Woke activists suggested 
that Mother’s Day be called 
“Birthing Persons Day.” After 
all, some “pregnant persons” 
identify as men (or non-women) 
and don’t like being in a place 
called a “maternity ward.” If the 
birthing person’s pronouns are 

Should we 
cancel 

Father’s 
Day  for 

Non- 
Birthing  

Day?

What should we call the per-
son who contributes the pa-
ternal material? In Aldous 
Huxley’s Brave New World, 
family words like “mother” 
and “father” are viewed as 
obscenities. We’re not quite 
there yet, as babies can’t yet 
be grown in a bottle and de-
canted, but we can try to 
make progress in our lan-
guage. 

“he/him,” that person might iden-
tify as the child’s father though 
not contributing the paternal ge-
netic material. Should “he” get a 
Father’s Day card? 
 What should we call the person 
who contributes the paternal ma-
terial? In Aldous Huxley’s Brave 
New World, family words like 
“mother” and “father” are 
viewed as obscenities. We’re not 
quite there yet, as babies can’t 
yet be grown in a bottle and de-
canted, but we can try to make 
progress in our language. 
What would be the equivalent 
term for father? “Sperm donor” 
is even less personal than “birth-
ing person.” The child will never 
call him “Daddy” and will have 
great difficulty finding out who 
he is. He might have been picked 
from a catalog, with anonymity 
promised. He probably does not 
know of his child’s existence. 
In 2017, there was a proposal to 
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Juneteenth: Celebration, observance or day off?
 Washington, D.C. - The second 
federally-observed Juneteenth 
holiday once again falls on a 
weekend, which means the fed-
eral government, banks and other 
institutions are observing June-
teenth 2022 on the following 
Monday. 
 A paid day off. No mail service. 
Libraries closed. No parking en-
forcement. And not on the offi-
cial day of Juneteenth. 
 Is this what the freed slaves of 
Galveston, Texas envisioned 
when they began commemorat-

ing Juneteenth? 
 Members of the Project 21 black 
leadership network have ob-
served and discussed Juneteenth 
for the past 23 years. They are 
sharing their insight on the 
proper ways to commemorate 
Juneteenth as a national holiday. 
 "There are those who would use 
Juneteenth to tell me that I am a 
victim and to condemn our great 
nation by forever labeling it as a 
regime of oppression," said Proj-
ect 21 member A. Sonia Morris. 
"I prefer to see Juneteenth as yet 

another step in the process of our 
society trying to live up to the 
ideals of its founding documents. 
American history has its dark 
chapters that we must all re-
member, yet the grand arc of our 
nation's history has been that of 
ever-expanding opportunities for 
all people and a recognition that 
'all men are created equal' with 
certain unalienable rights." 
 While retailers like JCPenney 
have announced sales marking 
black Americans' emancipation 
from slavery, none has been as 

crass as Walmart - which briefly 
offered a Juneteenth-themed fla-
vor of ice cream. 
 "For me, making Juneteenth a 
federal holiday merely represents 
a symbolic gesture of the left to-
wards black Americans - and the 
symbolism never ends," said 
Project 21 member Kathleen 
Wells. "Black Americans need 
more than symbolism; they need 
substance. Despite rolling with 
the liberal establishment for 
seven decades, they are facing 
zero median wealth by 2053. 

This is certainly nothing to cele-
brate. Social progress follows 
economic progress. Until black 
Americans have intact families 
with daddies leading the way, 
black Americans will not pro-
gress economically nor socially." 
 Historically, Juneteenth has 
commemorated the anniversary 
of the June 19, 1865 arrival of 
Union troops in Galveston, 
Texas. The soldiers brought with 
them news of the end of the Civil 
War two months earlier, and how 
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“Watching his parents and 
other siblings navigate a way 
forward to become independ-
ent of the systems that held 
them in a place of inferiority 
somehow didn’t leave him bit-
ter—it made him better,” says 
Whitaker. “He lived through 
and witnessed times I’ve 
barely read about in our his-
tory books but in honoring his 
name and his family, he em-
bodies the best of us.”

to highlight the resilience and 
culture of the black community. 
It is a time for Black Americans 
to reflect on their ancestral roots. 
And why this book is perfect for 
those reasons. From the view of 
his 96 years and working as a 
sharecropper’s son on a cotton 
plantation, he has seen the United 
States from the widest expanse. 
How did they celebrate June-
teenth (it wasn’t called that down 
south)? What can we learn from 
what he has witnessed and ex-
perienced? 
•What do you do when your hand 
is in the Lion’s Mouth? (Sharing 
the story of how her Dad gave 
her that life lesson and how he 
learned to tame the beast)  
•Immortality: How our stories 
become a part of who we are and 
then live on. What is the impor-
tance of leaving a legacy and 
why it is important to think about 
that.  
•Why fame is not the only ing-
redient to an exceptional life, ex-
traordinary moments can and 
have come through ordinary 
people like Green Whitaker 
•My dad braided my hair and 
here’s why other families should 
reconsider gender-scripted be-
havior 
• How losing my mother as a 
teenager and being raised by my 
dad impacted my life as a 
woman. 
• The 4 foundations of Green 
Whitaker taught his children: 
love will always win; we are not 
destined to become something 
simply because of our circum-
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Acclaimed singer Nita Whitaker salutes 96-year-old 
father in memoir ‘When Your Hand is in the Lion’s 
Mouth: The Life and Wisdom of a Man Named Green’


